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For all rank qualifications, the following are required at all times: 

 

 
Qualifications 

(Note:  Students may only test once per day on the range.) 

 
NHA Handgun Patch: 
Knowledge Requirement: 
1)  Explain the difference between single-action, double-action, and double-action-only. 
2)  Identify and label the salient features of both a semi-automatic pistol and a revolver. 
3)  Demonstrate a proper sight picture, trigger squeeze and follow-through. 

 
Range Requirement: 
(For each range requirement below, the student is allowed four tries and must pass three times.  
Students may use any rimfire or centerfire handgun) 

 
1)  From a standing, two-handed position at 15 feet, put 10 of 10 shots into a standard paper 
plate.  No time limit. 
 
2)  From a standing, two-handed position at 25 feet, put 7 of 10 shots into a standard paper plate.  
No time limit. 
 
 
 

Yellow Rank: 
Knowledge Requirement: 
For all higher ranks, all prior knowledge requirements are fair game for testing. 
 
Range Requirement: 
(For each range requirement below, the student is allowed four tries and must pass three times. 
Students may use any rimfire or centerfire handgun.) 

 
1)  Using the NHA-1 target: 
  a)  From a standing, two-handed strong-side position at 25 feet, 5 shots in 20 seconds. 
  b)  From a standing, two-handed weak-side position at 25 feet, 5 shots in 20 seconds. 
Minimum score necessary to pass:  All shots must be on the paper.  Score not less than 55. 
 
2) Using the NHA-2 target: 
  a)  From a standing, one-handed strong-side position at 15 feet, 5 shots in 20 seconds. 
  b)  From a standing, one-handed weak-side position at 15 feet, 5 shots in 20 seconds. 
Minimum score necessary to pass:  60. 

Absolute adherence to all 4 Gun Laws, and the Rule. 

Ability to recite the 4 Gun Laws and the Rule. 

Demonstrate common sense with a firearm at all times. 
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Blue Rank: 
Knowledge Requirement: 
Demonstrate ability to analyze shooting patterns, and be able to suggest corrections for better 
accuracy/gun handling. 
 
Range Requirement: 
(For each range requirement below, the student is allowed four tries and must pass three times.  
Student may use any centerfire handgun of caliber greater than .32ACP.) 

 
1)  Using the NHA-1 target, from a standing, two-handed position at 50 feet, 10 shots.  Minimum 
score to pass:  60. 
 
2)  Using three NHA-2 targets from a standing position at 25 feet: 
  a) Two-handed strong side at middle target, 5 shots (15 seconds) 
  b) One-handed strong side at strong side target, 5 shots (20 seconds) 
(Note:  a) and b) are done continuously---35 seconds total for 10 shots.) 

  c) Two-handed weak side at middle target, 5 shots (15 seconds) 
  d) One-handed weak side at weak side target, 5 shots (20 seconds) 
(Note:  c) and d) are done continuously---35 seconds total for 10 shots.) 

Minimum score necessary to pass:  Middle target at least 80.  Each side target at least 40. 
 
 
 

Red Rank: 
Knowledge Requirement: 
Demonstrate ability to observe a shooting stance, and suggest corrections for better 
accuracy/gun handling. 
 
Range Requirement: 
(For range requirements 2 and 3 below, the student is allowed four tries, and must pass three 
times.  Student may use any centerfire handgun of caliber greater than .32ACP.) 

 
1)  Using the IPSC silhouette target, from 25 feet: 
  a) From low ready position, at tone fire two shots center mass, reload, two shots center mass, 
then one shot to the head.  Repeat a) twice for a total of 10 shots.  Par Time:  14.0 seconds. 

Minimum score necessary:  42. 
  b)  Gun with slide locked back (or cylinder open) and magazine/speed loader on table, at tone 
pick up and load firearm, two shots center mass on first target, move sideways to cover, two 
shots center mass, one shot head on second target.  Repeat b) twice for a total of 10 shots.  Par 

time:  16.0 seconds.   Minimum score necessary:  42. 
 
2)  Using the NHA-1 target, from a standing, two-handed position at 50 feet, 10 shots.  Minimum 
score to pass:  65. 
 
3)  Using 5 paper plates, from a two-handed low ready position at 25 feet, 5 shots, one each 
plate, timed.  +1.5 seconds for each missed plate.  Pass time:   6 seconds. 
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Black Rank: 
Knowledge Requirement: 
Demonstrate instructor-level knowledge of the curriculum listed in the NHA Handgun Handbook.  
Converse knowledgeably with regards to tactical thinking and self-defense with firearms. 
 
Range Requirement: 
(Student may use any centerfire handgun of caliber greater than .32ACP.  Student is only allowed 
one attempt at each range requirement.) 

 
1)  Two-to-three tactical exercises to be chosen by the instructor, at least one of which is a 
multiple goblin hostage situation, using the IPSC official silhouette target.  (It is suggested that 
exercises be drawn from IDPA and IPSC scenarios.) 
 
2)  5 NRA B-3 targets, 25 feet: 
  a)  Target 1:  Two-handed strong-side, 5 shots, two-handed weak-side, 5 shots.  Total elapsed 
time:  15 seconds. 
  b)  Target 2:  One-handed strong side, 10 shots, 20 seconds. 
  c)  Target 3:  One-handed weak side, 10 shots, 20 seconds. 
  d)  Target 4:  One-handed strong side, 5 shots, 7 seconds. 
  e)  Target 5:  One-handed weak side, 5 shots, 7 seconds. 
Passing score:  300/400 
 
3)  2 NRA B-2 targets, 50 feet: 
  a) Target 1:  Two-handed strong-side, 10 shots.   
  b) Target 2:  Two-handed weak-side, 10 shots. 
Passing score:  120/200 
 
 
 
 
Scoring Procedure: 
If the bullet crosses the scoring line, the higher score is taken. 
IPSC targets use the following point system for score:  
 A:  5 points 
 B:  4 points 

C:  4 points 
 D:  2 points 
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