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It's been awhil e sincethe last newsd etter, so there ae anumber of
thingsto catch up on!

To start with , the NHA had its annual Fireams Introduction
Coursein July, and we were all frightening tolook at. Someone
wandering by might wonder at the new Nebraska Militia

Some people enjoyed it enough to come out and shodt a bit more,
including bringing friends and family.

We are sorry to relate that Master Renee Wet, an accompli shed
hapkidoist (*the meanest woman in the world” according to her
husband, Master J.R. West) and awonderful and gracious lady,
passd away thisin September. She was an inspiration to many,
and continually helped and supported people on the path. In
particular, Master Renee West was a strong supporter of female
martial artists, who went out of her way to befriend Juli e when
we attended the Hapkido seminar in Jackson MSin 2002. We
shall missher greatly, and we offer our condolences to Master
JR. West.




Honor Revived...

In the past few months, the Hapkido classhas taken sometimeto think about the concept of “honor.” In
addition to areview paper by Angi Peglow on the bodk “Living the Martial Way” by Forrest Morgan, the
NHA school got together one night over dinner and discussed aspeds of the cncept of honor, attempting
to come up with a good workabl e definition for it.

Wedidn't quite get finished, though the discusgon was intense, spirited, and extremely thought-provoking.
In the next few months, hopefully we will finish our definition. In the meantime, here ae some notes on
what we have so far...

Some generalized thoughts on what an “honorable person” demongrates:
Prescence Good Honest Trustworthy
Moral “just and right” from the heat.

“Just,” has courage, AND takes action. Hasamoral compass(knows right and wrong)

Preliminary Definition: Honor involves thinking and feding such that you act in away that adheresto a
moral compassthat isinternally motivated and internall y defined.

Having the courageto act justly. “Act of character.” Acting for what isbest. The murage to fact the fear
of the situations, and act for change for the better.

After some discusson, (a considerable amount, actually. | was very impressed at the far-ranging quality of
the discusson, bringing in aspeds guch as other cultures, time, and cultural mores) we ended upwith the
beginnings of a definition of honor, which we were planning on completing at alater date. (Probably
sometime in October.)

The sedionsin brackets were what we were going to dscussand finish later.

To bring more thoughts to the table, even though we already have a huge anount to think about, here ae
some further idess:

If a person adheres to their own mora code, never lies, and is straightforward about their actions, is
that person honorable?

Does ®eing honorable® mean that their moral code must match that society’s moral code?
Does this concept of right and wrong have more to do with morals, or ethics? What isthe difference?

If a person takes responsibility for their actions, but doesn’t wish to take responsibility for other
peopl € s reactionsto those actions, is that person honorable?

Along with this, | thought I d write our working definition of truth, so that we as we formulate our
definition of honor, we culd test it to seeif our definition of honor wastrue....



Past and Future Events

Hereis an old picture of the
NHA class Weve changed a
bit, and added a couple of new
faces sncethen. Hopefully in
the next newsletter, we'll have
acurrent picture. Thereisa
test coming up in November,
so we'll probably see how
many people survive that

Our very own Michell e Roemig was featured on the cover
of the August issue of Star City Sports. The isaue contained
ashort article on aur school, andalonger article written by
Sabum Howard about how to choose a martial art for self-
defense.

Since then, we've had a number of call s from people
interested in the schod, so apparently we need to put
Michell e on the cover of a magazine more often!

before we try to photograph
them.
On October 25, we will be performing a Beforethetimeis not thetime. After thetimeisno
demonstration at Walt Branch Library for longer time. When thetimeis, isit time.
Teen Read Week. Inviteall of your friends --Tri Thong Dang
to come watch us throw each ather around aBeyond the Known®
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